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January 26, 2000

For Immediate Release:
CIVIL RIGHTS LAWYER MORRIS DEES TO SPEAK AT EASTERN
CHARLESTON-- Civil rights lawyer Morris Dees has been scheduled to speak at 8 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 31, in the Grand Ballroom of Eastern Illinois University's Martin Luther King Jr.
University Union.
Admission to his talk, "Teaching Tolerance," is $3 for general admission and free to EIU
students. There will be extra security measures taken for Dees' visit. All attendees will be required
to show a photo ID and a mandatory checking of all coats, book bags, coats and personal cameras
will take place. Purses will be allowed into the ballroom; however, each will be searched prior to
admittance. All attendees also will be required to pass through a metal detector.
Doors will open at 7 p.m. Early arrival is recommended since seating will be limited.
During the Civil Rights Movement, Dees became active in aiding minorities in court. In
1971, he co-founded and funded- via direct mail appeals- the Southern Poverty Law Center, a
non-profit group that maintains a pool of lawyers who specialize in lawsuits involving civil rights
violations and racially motivated crimes. In 1980, the Center founded the "Kianwatch" in response
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to a resurgence in organized racist activity.

When Ku Klux Klan members lynched an African-American man in Mobile, Ala., in 1981,
Dees and the Southern Poverty Law Center launched a historic lawsuit. They sued the Klan for
inciting violence and won a $7 million precedent-setting judgement. In 1990, Dees won a $12.5
million verdict for the family of an Ethiopian murdered by Skinheads in Oregon.

Eight years

later, he obtained a $37.8 million verdict-- the largest civil award ever won for damages in a
verdict -- against the Christian Knights of the KKK for the burning of the Macedonia Baptist
Church in South Carolina.
Dees continues his battles as chief trial counsel and chair of the Center's executive
committee. "Teaching Tolerance," the Center's education project, continues to receive his
attention and, more recently, Dees has devoted his time to educating people about America's
radical militia movement. In his 1996 expose, "Gathering Storm: America's Militia Threat,"
Dees explores the dangers these groups represent. He also continues to argue cases on
behalf of hate crime victims.
A graduate of the University of Alabama Law School, Dees has received numerous
accolades. His honors include being named "Trial Lawyer of the Year" by the Trial Lawyers for
Public Justice, and receiving the National Education Association's Martin Luther King Jr.
Memorial Award.
In addition to "Gathering Storm," Dees has written two other books: his autobiography,
"A Season for Justice," and "Hate on Trial: The Case Against America's Most Dangerous NeeNazi." A made-for-television movie about his life- "Line of Fire"- aired on NBC on Jan. 25,
1991. Actor Corbin Bernson portrayed Dees in the film.
Dees' lecture is co-sponsored by the Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs,
-more--
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Office of Student Life, UB Lectures & Human Potential Committees, Office of Civil Rights &
Diversity, Department of African-American Studies, Interfraternity Council, Panhellenic Council,
EIUnity, National Pan-Hellenic Council, Black Student Union, African-American Heritage
Committee and Omicron Delta Kappa.
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